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In Focus  
 

 

Presidential message ï May 2017 
 

As you read these lines, final preparations are well underway for our 108th 

Rotary International Convention, 10-14 June in Atlanta. We're looking forward to 

one of the biggest and best Rotary conventions yet, as we celebrate not only a 

wonderful year of Rotary Serving Humanity, but a full century of Doing Good in 

the World through The Rotary Foundation. 

If you haven't already made plans to attend, it's not too late to register at 

riconvention.org. There is simply no better way to round off another great year 

in Rotary than by coming together with 40,000 or so of your fellow Rotarians to 

share ideas, find inspiration, and have a great time together. 

We're excited to have Bill Gates, a friend and partner in our work to eradicate 

polio, speaking at our convention this year. And it's worth arriving early to 

attend a special Presidential Peace Conference, scheduled for 9-10 June and 

featuring Bernice A. King, daughter of Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King. 

I'm proud to host a convention that is practically in my own backyard: Atlanta is a vibrant, modern state capital just 

a two-hour drive from my home city of Chattanooga, Tenn., and it's a great place to experience the famous 

hospitality of the American South. Our Host Organization Committee has a great week planned, starting with the 

"Blue Jeans and Bluegrass" kickoff event on Saturday night. 

Come on over to Centennial Olympic Park, right across from the House of Friendship, and get in a dancing mood 

with Grammy Award winner Ricky Skaggs and his Kentucky Thunder band. Meet up with friends old and new at the 

Centennial Celebration Block Party or on the Peace Tour of Atlanta. Roll up your sleeves for the Habitat Home Build, 

or tie up your laces to take part in the 3K Walk/Run to End Polio Now. And before you say goodbye, come back to 

the House of Friendship for one more party: our Foundation's 100th birthday party, with (of course!) cake and ice 

cream. 

It's going to be an incredible experience, and Judy and I are looking forward to celebrating with you ς or, as we say 

in the South, with y'all! See you in Atlanta! 

In Focus  
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This article was originally published by the Singapore Medical Association in its 

newsletter SMA News 2017 April issue. ς kindly contributed by PP Chiang Shih Fang 
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Last Week ς Report on the Wednesday Meeting ς 3 May 2017  
 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
Vice President (VP) Dr Hoon Sing Keow chaired the meeting in the absence of President Garry Taylor who was away. 
She welcomed members and Guest Speakers Ms Jocelyn Garcha and Ms Natasha Garcha to the meeting.  
 
WELCOME OF GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS 
Duty of welcoming guests of members and Visiting Rotarians fell to Rtn Omkar 
Shrestha :  
 
Guests      Visiting Rotarians: 
Ms Susanne Hunger   Maximilian von Raben ς Bangkapi, Thailand 
Mr Tee Ah Heng   Connie Ho - Shanghai 
Mr Madhu Khana 
Dr Suresh Mahtani 
Dr Hans Schniewind        
   
 
TOAST  
Toastmaster, Rtn Uttam Kripalani advised that the Rotary Club 
of Bangkapi was located at the outskirts of Bangkok; formed in 
1967 and has 37 members. Rtn Uttam added that the Bangkapi 
Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ wǘƴ aŀȄƛƳƛƭƛŀƴ άaŀȄέ Ǿƻƴ wŀōŜƴΣ 
whom members may recognise as he visited the Club regularly 
when he was a Rotary Youth Exchange scholar from Germany.  
 
Rtn Max advised that it was 10 years ago that he last visited the 
Club when he left Singapore after completing his business 
course at National University of Singapore as a Rotary Youth 
Exchange Programme (YEP) scholar. He added that he particularly enjoyed the cosy family feeling with Rotary and 
the warm welcome. Rtn Max advised that he has since became a Rotarian with the Bangkapi club and looked 
forward to visiting the Rotary Club of Singapore often.  
 
EXCHANGE OF BANNERS 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  

 

       From left: VP Sing Keow, Rtns Max & Uttam  

Last Week  
 

Rtn Omkar Shrestha 

Exchange of banners with Rotary Club of 
Leeds UIC    

VP Sing Keow & Rtn Max 
exchange banners 

Snapshot from the Past (RY 2006/2007): 
 

YEP scholar Max presented to then ISC Chair, 
PP Tapan Rao, a certificate of appreciation 

from R C Wasserburg, Germany for the 
/ƭǳōΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ extended to him during his 

stay in Singapore. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Singapore/97500804758
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ROTARY DISTRICT 3310 ALUMNI NETWORKING GROUP (DANG) 
PP Perlita Tiro advised that this networking group was chartered as at 2 January 
2017 and called on members to ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ wƻǘŀǊŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ 
Clubs to participated in the inaugural installation and networking session to be held 
as follows: 
 
Date & Time: Saturday, 20 May 2017 from 2pm ς 5pm  
Venue: NUS LT35, (Peter & Mary Fu Lecture Theatre) 14 Medical Drive, S17599 
 
PP Perlita advised that DANG was created as a platform for current and past 
members of the Rotary family to be connected and form a network with like-
minded people with a heart to serve community with passion and commitment. 
She added that DANG would also create opportunities for the Rotaractors and 
Interactors through Career Talks, Internship and Employment by Rotarians.  

 
 

 
 
 
PAUL HARRIS FELLOW (PHF) RECOGNITION  
VP Sing Keow called upon Rtn Loo Lian Wee to come forward to receive his Paul 
Harris Fellow recognition PHF pin +1.  
 
We take this opportunity to thank Rtn Loo and all members who have 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ¢ƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER EPORT ON THE ROTARY 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (RLI) DISTRICT 3310 SEMINAR ς 
22 & 23 April 2017 
VP Sing Keow invited Rtn Dr Rupesh Agrawal to introduce 
his candidate, Rtn Anindya Dutta, to members. Rtn Rupesh 
advised that Rtn Anindya has lived in Singapore for the 
past 4 years and has deep roots in Rotary, with a sister in 
India who was a past district assistant governor.  
 
wǘƴ !ƴƛƴŘȅŀΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ς 
{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
International Service Committee.   
 
 

Last Week 
 

From left: Rtns Anindya, Rupesh & VP Sing Keow 
 

Pres Garry exchanges banners with PP Larry (left) and Rtn Hajime Ogawa from R C Matsudo   

PP Perlita Tiro  

Rtn Hassan Moosa    

VP Sing Keow with Rtn Loo   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Singapore/97500804758
http://www.rotary.org.sg/
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From left: Speakers, Ms Jocelyn 
Matyas & Ms Natasha Garcha  

Rtn Deblina Chatterjee   

Rtn Dr Irina Francken (right) with speakers, Natasha & Jocelyn   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
VP Sing Keow called on Rtn Deblina Chatterjee 
who introduced the two Speakers, Ms Natasha 
Garcha and Ms Jocelyn Matyas from IIX. Ms 
Garcha is the Manager of Business 
Development & Advisory team and prior to IIX, 
she worked at D.E. Shaw & Co., a New York-
based hedge fund with operations in India, 
Japan and UK. Whilst the other speaker, Ms 
Matyas is an associate of the Business 
Development team and a Rotary Alumni.  Ms 
Matyas has been involved with Rotary in various 

ways for over ten years. She has served as an 
Interact president, been awarded a Rotary Young 

Leader Award, and was a 2014 Rotary Global Grant Scholar in the UK. 
Jocelyn has visited over 30 Rotary clubs across the USA and UK and was also 
a volunteer mentor in a Rotary program in Chicago for at-risk youth in 2013. 
 
Starting the talk first was Ms Garcha who noted that additional resources 
must be mobilized to scale and sustain traditional development efforts. She cited facts that an estimated 150 
million people exited extreme poverty between 2005-2008 in Asia and the Pacific, however, 30% of people in Asia 
continue to live under $1.25/day with limited access to opportunities to help escape the poverty trap. She further 

added that there was widespread inequality - richest 1% of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пу҈ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ. 
{ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ LL·Ωǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ōǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀp between 
development and finance, such as through mobilizing 
capital to expedite the global climate action agenda at 
the pace and scale required. Ms Garcha also spoke of 
how IIX redefined the narrative to position women as 
solutions to development instead of victims of 
inequality. Ms Garcha cited how IIX has brought access 
to healthcare, clean energy, agriculture, water and 
education to marginalized communities.  
 
Next, Ms Matyas spoke of her involvement in Rotary and 
how it has guided her in the similar work undertaken by 
IIX and its programmes.  Both Ms Garcha and Ms Matyas 
graciously answered questions posed to them by 

members. 
 
VP Sing Keow called on Rtn Dr Irina Francken who warmly thanked both speakers for their talk on a subject close to 
ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǘƻƪŜƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ    

Speakers: Ms Natasha Garcha & Ms Jocelyn Matyas,                  

Impact Investment Exchange (IIX)  

Topic: � �̂��µ�]�o���]�v�P���/�v���o�µ�•�]�À�����D���Œ�l���š�•���d�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���/�u�‰�����š���/�v�À���•�š�]�v�P�_ 
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