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Presidential message 1 May 2017

As you read these lines, finpgteparations are well underway for our 108th

Rotary International Convention, 2% June in Atlanta. We're looking forward to
one of the biggest and best Rotary conventions yet, as we celebrate not only a
wonderful year oRotary Serving Humanitiput a ful century of Doing Good in
the World through The Rotary Foundation.

If you haven't already made plans to attend, it's not too late to register at
riconvention.org. There is simply no better way to round off another great year
in Rotary than by coming togeer with 40,000 or so of your fellow Rotarians to
share ideas, find inspiration, and have a great time together.

We're excited to have Bill Gates, a friend and partner in our work to eradicate

John F. Germ
President 2014.7 polio, speaking at our conuéion this year. And it's worth arriving early to

attend a special Presidential Peace Conference, scheduledlf®ord@ne and
featuring Bernice A. King, daughter of Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King.

I'm proud to host a convention that is praclly in my own backyard: Atlanta is a vibrant, modern state capital just
a two-hour drive from my home city of Chattanooga, Tenn., and it's a great place to experience the famous
hospitality of the American South. Our Host Organization Committee hasatweek planned, starting with the
"Blue Jeans and Bluegrass" kickoff event on Saturday night.

Come on over to Centennial Olympic Park, right across from the House of Friendship, and get in a dancing mood
with Grammy Award winner Ricky Skaggs andKbigtucky Thunder band. Meet up with friends old and new at the
Centennial Celebration Block Party or on the Peace Tour of Atlanta. Roll up your sleeves for the Habitat Home Bui
or tie up your laces to take part in the 3K Walk/Run to End Polio Now. éocebyou say goodbye, come back to

the House of Friendship for one more party: our Foundation's 100th birthday party, with (of course!) cake and ice
cream.

It's going to be an incredible experience, and Judy and | are looking forward to celebratiiygugtor, as we say
in the South, with y'all! See you in Atlanta!
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This article was originally published by the Singapore MeAssciationn its

newsletterSMA New2017 April iSSU&; kindly contributed by PP Chiang Shih Fang

EULOGY

In Memoryof
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Text by Prof Chew Chin Hin, Honorary Advisor, Division of Graduate Medical Studies, National University of Singapore;

&

Emeritus Consultant, Tan Tock Seng Hospital

v

Dr Robert Loh Choo Kiat (25 May 1925 -
31 January 2017) was born in Singapore
in 1925, Despite having his education
rudely interrupted by World War Il he
graduated in 1949 with a MBBS from
Bombay's top medical school - Seth
Gordhandas Sunderdas Medical College
and the King Edward Il Mernorial
Hospital. He returned to Singapore soon
after, joining Singapore General Hospital
(SGH) and initially serving as houseman
to Prof ES Monteiro for Medicine

and Dr Bvi John for Surgery (which

then included otorhinolaryngology).
However, ophthalmology wasto

be his career-long discipline. After
postgraduate training and learning
under top surgeons, including the doven
Sir Steweart Duke-Elder at Moorfields in
London, he returned to SGH and joined
Dr AD Williamson's eve department at
Morris Block as a registrar in 1954,

I have known Dr Robert Loh,
affectionately addressed as Bob by
his dear friends, since 1956, when |
was posted to Prof Gordon Ransome's
Medical Unit Iwhich was also housed
in Norris Block, Over the years, we
became firm friends, having a common
interest in advancing the standards of
professional and ethical practice.

In 1958, Bob was awarded a
scholarship. He soon secured the FRCS
in Edinburgh and returned hardly a

@ 1rr 2017 [MA WS

vear later to head the ophthalmology
department, following the retirement
of Dr Williamson and Dr Wong Kin

Yip. Bob and DrWong were the first
Singaporean heads of ophthalmology
in the government sector; the doyensin
the private sactor fromthe eatly vears
were Drs SH Tan of The Eve Hospital and
THOh of Eye Clinic.

Bob's contributions to ophthalmology
in Singapore have been immense.
Starting outwith only a handful of
trainees, he built up the unit and trained
numerous expert eye surgeon swithin
a decade, He transmitted his clinical
skills and instituted in them his ideals
and valuesin the treatment of patients,
regardless of their sodal station. Itwas
hewho established the first eve banlk,
aswell asintroducing miaoand laser
surgery, implants, retinal detachment
surgery, corneal grafting and other
innovative procedures,

In 1963, Bob set up the Society of
Ophthalmology with only 13 members
and he was elected as the Founding
President from 1963 to 1976, Over
time, the society established close
tieswith the Chapter and the College
of Ophthalmologists of the Academy
of WMedicine, Singapore (AMS). They
also collaborated doselywith regional
fraternalbodies and brought several
regional and global conferences to

Singapore, Today, the membership
comprises over 240 ophthalmologists.

In 1964, Bob was elected President
of SMA and had the unique honour of
delivering the SMA Lecture - twice -
in 1976 and 1995, an award reserved
only for persons of eminence and
distinction. In 1999, he was conferred
SiviA's highest honour, the Honorary
Mermnbership. In 1968, he presided
overthe third Asia-Pacific Academy of
Ophthalmology Congress successfully
held here with delegates coming from
all over theworld,

He retired from Government seryice
in 1969, and for his contributions to the
Government, hewas among thefirst to
be appointed honorary consultant to
the Ministry of Health, alongside Profs
Benjamin Sheares, Ernest Monteiro and
Yeoh Ghim Seng.

Friendships were renewed in the
1960swhen Bob and | were elected
tothe AMS Coundil, where we worked
closely with the School of Postgraduate
Medical Studies to advance Singapore's
postgraduate specialty training
programmes and our own higher
examinations, | will always be grateful
forthe immense support he gaveto me
when he and | were Assistant Master and
Waster of AMWIS, respectively, from 1973
to 1975, It was he wh o proposed that
Mr Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore's first prime
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minister, be conferred AMS' honorary
fellowship. On thetenth anniversary

of ouryoung nation in 1975, Bob
personally brought this to fruition atthe
tenth Singapore-Malaysia Congress of
Medicine, In 1978, when AMS was invited
to attend the Conference of Presidents
of the British Commonwealth Colleges
of Physicians in Glasgow, | was happy
towitness Bob as master, AMS, and
other presidents being conferred the
College’s Fell owship by Prof Tom Gibson,
then president of the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow.

His professional qualifications included
MIBBS (Bombay), 1949: DO (London),
1954; FRCS{Edin). 1959; FAMS, 1959;
FACS, 1966; FRACS, 1973; FRACO, 1973;
FRCPS(Glasg).1978; and FRCOphth, 1988,

Charity was another lifetime
commitment, a passion Bob inherited
from his parents, Dr and Mrs Loh Poon
Lip. He led the Young Men’s Christian
Association, a Christian charity, from
1970, where he served wholeheartedly
for over 20 years despite his busy
professional schedule and thriving
private practice. He was conferred the
title President Emeritusin 1993, The
Rotary Clubwas another charitable body
which demanded his leadership. Thus,
hewasappointed president in 1976 and
the district governor serving the region
from 1997 to 1992,

For his dedicated commitment
in servicetothe community, he was
appointed by the Government in 1992
tolead and be the first president of the

newly restructured National Council
of Social Service. Forafull decade, he
virtually gave his all in this national
service to our fellowrmen, especially
the poor, disadvantaged and disabled,
retiting only in 2002,

His enormous contributionstothe
public servicewere duly recognised
by the award of nurmerous national
honours, including the Public Service
Miedal in 1982; Public Service Starin
1991; Public Service Star (Bar) in 1994;
and Meritorious Service Medal in 2002,
He was appointed a Justice of Peace
in 1989,

Sports had alwaysbeen an important
part in Bob's life, During his youthful
years, he played badminton, table
tennis and crideet in school, He excelled
in tennis, becoming the medical school
champion during his university days. In
later years, to quote him: "the passion
for golf prevailed over the years” and
he achieved a hole-in-onein 1968,

He served the golfing fraternity by
being president of Singapore Island
Country Clubin 1979 for three years and
travelling wid ely with his kakis (slang for
friends) to play in leading golf courses
around theworld,

In Bob's boolk, An Eveon Life, he
testified: "I've always been a Christian...
and on retirement later, my realisation
of how much | owed to God heightened
my sense of fulfilment”, | was much
heartened when hetold me from the
hospital bed that over the last few
years, despite having great difficulty in

walking, he had been conscientiously
attending bible study fellowship. He
was not only a man of faith, but also

a family man - a devoted and loving
husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather. Heis survived by his dear
wife Mary, sons Stephen and Andrew,
daughter Pat, five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Dr Robert Loh was a completely
wonderful gentleman and an exemplary
Singaporean. I'm sure all who knew him
will be thanlful for the eight decades of
service he gave so unstintingly. «

Legend
1. Past Masters of AMS with the late
President Wee Kim Wee

2. Thefifth SMA Council (1964/1965) when
Dr Robertloh was Fresident

3. Mastersof AMS with the late President SR
Nathan at AMS's Golden Snniversay 2007
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Last

Last Week; Report on the Wednesday Meeting3 May2017

OPENING REMARKS
VicePresidentVP) Dr Hoon Sing Keow chaired the meeting in the absence of PreSiaeyTaylor who was away.
Shewelcomead membersand GuestSpeakes Ms Jocelyn Garcha and Ms Natasha Gachize meeting

WELCOME OF GUESTESITING ROTARIANS
Duty of welcoming guests of members and Visiting Rotariarell to Rtn Omkar
Shrestha

Guests Visiting Rotarians:
Ms Susanne Hunger Maximilian vonRaben¢ Bangkapi, Thailand
Mr Tee Ah Heng Connie He Shanghai

Mr Madhu Khana
Dr Suresh Mahtani
Dr Hans Schniewind

TOAST

ToastmasterRtn Uttam Kripalani advised that the Rotary Club
of Bangkapi was located at thmutskirts of Bangkok; formed in
1967 and has 37 membeRtn Uttam added that the Bangkapi
Of dzo o6+ & NBLINBaSyiuSR o6& wiy ,
whom members may recognise as he visited the Club regular! jms
when he was a Rotary Youth Exchange scHmm Germany.

Rtn Max advised that it was 10 years ago that he last visited
Club when he left Singapore after completing his businc..
course at National University of Singapore as a Rotary Youth

Exchangd’rogramme (YEREholar. He added that he particularly enjoyed the cosy family feeling with Rotary and
the warm welcome. Rtn Max advised that he has since became a Rotarian with the Bangkapi club and look
forward to visiting the Rotary Club oih§apore often.

From left: VP Sing Keow, Rtns Max & Uttam

EXCHANGE OF BANNERS

Snapshot from the Past (RY 2006/2007):

YEP scholar Max presented to then ISC Ct

PP Tapan Rao, a certificate of appreciatio

from R C Wasserburg, Germany for the

/ t dzo Qa Kx@eadedkohim dukiripg dis
stay in Singapore.

13/02/2007

VP Sing Keow & Rtn Max
exchange banners 4| Crossroads
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Last

ROTARY DISTRICT 3310 ALUMNI NETWORKING GROUP (DANG)
PP Perlita Tiro advised that this networking group was chartered as at 2 Janug
2017 and called on members foy @A 1S GKS / f dzo Qa aLRy:
Clubs to patrticipated in the inaugural installation and networking session to be he
as follows:

Date & Time:Saturday, 20 May 2017 from 2pm5pm
Venue:NUS LT35, (Peter & Mary Fu Lecture Theatre) Béiwhl Drive, S17599

PP Perlita advised that DANG veasated as aplatform for current and past
members of the Rotary family to be connectaiad form a etwork with like
minded people with a heart to serve communtjth passion andommitment PP Perlita Tiro
She added that DANG would alseate opportunities fothe Rotaractors and
Interactors throughCareer Talks, Internship and Employment by Rotarians

PAUL HARRIS FELLOW (PHF) RECOGNITION
VP Sing Keow called upon Rtn Loo Lian Wee to ¢omward to receive his Paul
Harris Fellow recognition PHF pin +1.

We take this opportunity to thank Rtn Loo and all members who have
O2YyiUNROGdziSR (G261 NR&A ¢KS w20l NB C2dzyRI

VP Sing Keow with Rtn Loo

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERORT ON THE ROTARY
LEADERSHIP INSTITYRHE)DISTRICT 3310 SEMINAR
22 & 23 April 2017

VP Sing Keoinvited Rtn Dr Rupesh Agrawal to introduce
his candidate, Rtn Anindya Dutta, to members. Rtn Rupesh
advised that Rtn Anindya has lived in Singapore for the
past 4 years and has deep roots in Rotavith a sister in
India who was a past district assistant governor.

A

le)f !)/Ay'IQéI-Qé Of Faar¥ ) i
I From left: Rtns Anindya, Rupesh & VP Sing Keow r

{ GNUzOG dZNBR t NP RdzOG & ¢
International Service Committee.
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Last

Speakes. Ms Natasha Garcha & Ms Jocelyn Matyas,
Impact Investment Extange (I11X)

Topic: Aunlo JvP /v ope]A D EI &+ dZE}uP

VP Sing Keow called on Rtn Deblina Chatterjee
who introduced the two Speakers, Mdatasha
Garcha and Ms Jocelyn Matyas from 1I1X. Ms
Garcha is the Manager oBusiress
Development & Advisory team and prior to 11X,
she worked at D.E. Shaw & Co., a New -York
based hedge fund with operations in India,
Japan and UKWhilst the other speaker,Ms
Matyas is an associate of the Business
Development team and a Rotary Alumni. Ms
Matyashas been involved with Rotary in various
ways for over ten years. She has served as an
Interact president, been awarded a Rotary Young
Leader Award, and was a 2014t&yg Global Grant Scholar in the UK.
Jocelyn has visited over 30 Rotary clubs across tihead® UK and was also

a volunteer mentor in a Rotary program in Chicago fenist youth in 2013 From left: Speakers, Ms Jocelyn
Matyas & Ms Natasha Garcha

Rtn Deblina Chatterjee

Starting the talk first was Ms Garcha who noted thddiéonal resources
must be mobilized to sale andsustain taditional developmentefforts. She cited facts thatraestimated150
million people exited extreme poverty between 202508 in Asia and the Pacifitcowever,30%of people in Asia
continue to live undef1.25/daywith limited access to opportunities to help escape the poverty ti@pe further
added that herewas widespread inequalityrichest 1% of the
G2NI RQaA LR LMz FGA2y 26y Y2NB
{KS KAIKEAIKESR LL - -phéwednz O d:
development and financesuch as throughmobilizng
capital to expedite the global climate action agenda at
the pace and scale requiredils Garcha also spoke of
how 11X redefinedhe narrative to position women as
solutions to development insteadof victims of
inequality. Ms Garcha cited howX has broughtaccess
to healthcare, clean energy, agriculture, water and
education to marginalized communities

Next, Ms Matyas spoke of her involvement in Rotary and
how it has guided her in the similar work undertaken by
IIX and its programmes. Both Ms Garcha and Ms Matyas
Rtn Dr Irina Francken (right) with speakers, Natasha & Joce  graciously answered questionposed to them by
members.

VP Sing Keow called on Rtn Dr Irina Francken who warmly thanked both speakers for their talk on a subject close
KSNJ KSIENI FyR aKS AYy@AGSR GKSY (2 | OOSLIi GKS / f dzo Q2
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