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In Focus
Speech by President Garry Taylor
at the Club’s Installation Dinner on
9 July 2016 at Island Ballroom,
Shangri-La Hotel
Dr Tony Tan, President of the Republic of Singapore and Guest of Honour, honourable guests, fellow Rotarians from
Singapore and overseas, Ladies and Gentlemen. A very good evening and welcome once again to tonight’s event
and to the Rotary Club of Singapore.
First of all, I thank Immediate Past President Alan Tan and his Board for their service to our club and for the great
work done locally and overseas over the past year.
Alan, I could hear the relief in your voice, but I should let you know, you haven’t finished yet - I look forward to your
continued contribution as Sifu to our Board and to our club as Immediate Past President.
I also thank Dr Tony Tan for very kindly agreeing to grace this occasion tonight.
Dr Tan needs no introduction, for he has led a very full and distinguished career, in academia and in finance, as well
as in serving society both as a member of Parliament, and of course in his role as President of the Republic of
Singapore.
It is also well known that Dr Tan takes a keen interest in the welfare of Singaporeans, as demonstrated through
many of his engagements, and also through the achievements of the President’s Challenge, of which he is Patron.
Dr Tan’s Guest of Honour message in the souvenir magazine touches on many aspects of the Rotary Club of
Singapore’s work in the community and internationally, that we have seen show-cased here tonight, and we are
grateful to the President for his very thoughtful message. Lastly, anybody who follows Dr Tan on Facebook knows
that he maintains an unrelenting schedule of engagements, including frequent overseas travel. So we truly consider
it a great honour that the President has agreed to share his time with us this evening. Dr Tan, thank you!
It would be fair to say that our Club’s strength lies in its international community projects. As Alan has just
described, the Rotary Club of Singapore, in partnership with our Sister and Partner Rotary clubs around the region,
has donated funds and the expertise of its members for the betterment of many that are less fortunate. The scope
and scale of projects has been greatly facilitated by the availability of Global Grant matching from our parent body,
Rotary International, and has brought us closer to our neighbouring communities in a great many ways. Our Club
will continue to build on these initiatives in the year ahead in Nepal, India, Indonesia, the Philippines and in China.
Our Club is also very active in supporting youth leadership and development, through its sponsorship of 10 Interact
Clubs, for young people aged 12 to 18, and 3 Rotaract Clubs for young adults 18 to 30. Some highlights of our
involvement with youth include the Interact Leadership Training Camp to be held later this year, and the Stop
Hunger Now campaign which will be held again in early 2017. Both events just get bigger and better each year.
I’m pleased to welcome 11 of our Interactors, Teacher Advisors and Rotaractors this evening.
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In Focus
As you may know, the Entrepreneur of the Year Award, or EYA, in partnership with the Association of Small and
Medium Enterprises, is, together with the Artisan of the Year Award, a signature event in our Club’s vocational
service calendar.
Taking this opportunity, I invite our EYA winners present here this evening, to consider working together with us as
part of your corporate social responsibility program, and to see how we can leverage our resources to contribute
together to society in this Rotary Year and beyond.
And finally to our community involvement. This year I am proud say that our Club is committed to supporting two
ground-breaking projects of the Samaritans of Singapore, or SOS, Singapore’s only dedicated suicide counselling
agency. Tonight, with the assistance of our President Dr Tony Tan, and SOS Chair Ms Lim Suu Kuan, we will launch a
major fund-raising campaign that will last until next year’s Installation Dinner, in June 2017, in support of these two
unique projects.
Established in 1969, SOS is an Institute of Public Character, meaning that charitable donations to SOS are eligible for
a 250% income tax deduction. SOS adopts a holistic approach to suicide prevention, encompassing three elements:
prevention, intervention and post-vention. The last, post-vention, includes counselling close family and friends,
immediately after a suicide, termed suicide survivors, and it also includes counselling on an ongoing basis, as a
support group bringing together other survivors. With over 200 highly-trained and amazingly dedicated volunteers,
handling over 100 calls a day on average, SOS is readying to take a major step, from helpline and counselling, to a
full-service suicide prevention agency. At the conclusion of my speech, there we will show a short video
presentation from SOS.
The Rotary Club of Singapore’s involvement is to support two new SOS projects that have the potential for immense
strategic impact:
 A new Research Program, and
 The fit-out of a new SOS Services and Training Centre
The Research Program will study the causes of suicide in Singapore, through a planned collaboration with a leading
local university, with estimated first year costs of $500,000.
Why is this Research Program needed?
Every 40 seconds, someone somewhere in the world, dies by suicide.
In Singapore, more than one person dies by suicide, every day. Over 400 people every year. Furthermore, for each
death, it is estimated that there are 10 attempts.
It’s a point I’ll come back to, but for now it’s important to note that no other organisation is researching the causes
of suicide in Singapore.
Turning now to the SOS Services and Training Centre. The new centre will offer specialist counselling, consultation
and training capabilities in line with SOS’s holistic approach, with the fit-out costs also estimated to be $500,000.
Again, why is a new Services and Training Centre needed? Currently, SOS operates from the HDB block at
Cantonment Close in Tanjong Pagar. Larger premises will permit SOS to increase the extent of their services and
training delivery, because the existing location is just too small. The fit-out costs also include new
telecommunications equipment and capabilities. As I say SOS handles over 100 calls a day; increasingly, in addition
to telephone calls, communication is by SMS and by email befriending.
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In Focus
These initiatives are deeply meaningful, with high impact and enduring benefits.
Even on its own, the new research program offers SOS the chance to develop new suicide prevention strategies,
through a deeper understanding of the underlying causes, and by informing future policy decisions of government,
business and voluntary welfare organisations.
In addition to the tragic loss of a suicide victim, each person is estimated to leave behind 5 or 6 close family and
friends, the ‘survivors’ I spoke about earlier, who grapple with intense feelings of loss, grief, guilt, remorse, and
even anger and resentment.
Recriminations and blame among survivors can follow.
Under the pressure of such extreme emotions, we can perhaps appreciate that survivors may find themselves at risk
of suicidal thoughts and actions.
In this way, if improved prevention, intervention and social policy can save one person from suicide, it may actually
save more than one, which would undoubtedly be a fantastic outcome.
When combined with the new SOS Services and Training Centre, these initiatives can be expected to have wideranging, long-term positive sustainable impacts for the nation.
I commend the Samaritans of Singapore for adopting these strategic objectives, and the Rotary Club of Singapore is
proud to partner with them for the benefit of so many.
If what I have said resonates with you, please do let me know later, and let’s come together to make these projects
a massive success!
All that I have discussed up to now is essentially the thrust of the theme for our Club in 2016-17 “Rotary Serving
Humanity”
I thank all our guests for joining us this evening, and especially Rotarians who have travelled from afar, as far as
Melbourne in fact, in the case of my father Jeff, and his partner Barb.
Also to our sponsors: Singapore Pools, The Medical Concierge Group, Hong Ye Group, JobStudio, and Mr Goh Puay
Guan, Toloram Corporation, Pernod-Ricard and Heritage 3.
The Installation Committee comprising of Master of Ceremonies Andy Mankiewicz and members: PP Dr Shahul
Hameed, PP Perlita Tiro, IPP Alan Tan, James Lee, Joseph Chia, See Mee Lee, Shamin Vaswani and Deepti
Lalchandani
Not forgetting our Rotary Sister Clubs Fellowship Coordinators: Kannan Krishnan, PE Keith Harrison and Mark Wang
To Bernie and Ivy of our Club Secretariat, and the management and staff of the Shangri-la Hotel and of SBF Connect
And of course, my wonderful wonderful wife, Grace.
Thank you and Good Night!
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Following is an extract of an article from TODAY featured on
Monday 11 July 2016…

Samaritans of S’pore steps up efforts to aid
distressed individuals
Plans include five-year
study on suicide data, new
SOS centre to provide
services for younger, ITsavvy generation
BY
SIAU MING EN
SIAUMINGEN@MEDIACORP.COM.SG
PUBLISHED: 4:00 AM, JULY 11, 2016
UPDATED: 8:04 AM, JULY 11, 2016

SINGAPORE — The
Samaritans of Singapore (SOS)
is gearing up efforts over the
next few years to help those
who harbour thoughts of
killing themselves and is
looking to conduct a five-year
study based on recent suicide
data.
President Tony Tan Keng Yam (centre) at the Rotary Club fundraising event for

It is also setting up a new SOS
the SOS yesterday. The club plans to raise S$1 million for the organisation in a
Services and Training centre to year-long campaign. Photo: Rotary Club of Singapore
train its staff in helping their
younger clients who may sometimes prefer to communicate via email, and to meet employers’ requests for training
to spot signs of distress in the workplace.
SOS executive director Christine Wong told TODAY that the last suicide study — based on data from 2000 to 2004 —
had given insights into the suicide trend here and the factors that have influenced people to take their own life.
“(But) it has been a decade since these studies were conducted. The information gathered from the population then
may no longer describe more recent suicide deaths or be applicable in accounting for the issues faced by distressed
individuals struggling with suicidal thoughts presently,” she said.
The coming research will look into the demographics of recent suicide cases and a qualitative content analysis of
suicide notes as well as understand the impact on the next-of-kin, added Ms Wong.
Details of the study have yet to be finalised, but the SOS will work with the Coroner’s Court and a local university for
this project.
On Saturday, the Rotary Club of Singapore launched a year-long campaign to raise S$1 million for the SOS, half of
which will fund the research, with the other half for the new centre, expected to open next year.
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Samaritans of S’pore steps up efforts to aid
distressed individuals….continued
The club’s incoming president Garry Taylor said this was the right project to support, as it not only allows the SOS to
develop suicide intervention, prevention and post-intervention strategies, but also informs government and
voluntary welfare organisation policies.
Between 2010 and 2014, there was an average of 400 suicides and 1,000 attempted suicides each year. The total
number of suicide deaths, however, had fallen between 2012 and 2014.
Currently, the SOS gets information from the Immigration and Checkpoints Authority (ICA) and the Coroner’s Court,
among others.
But the ICA statistics reflect changes in trends only, such as fewer suicide cases among females, without
“meaningful information” on why the changes occur, said Ms Wong.
She added that the research will help her staff move towards more “evidence-based practice” by applying the
findings to their work. At-risk groups and their issues can be better identified, which would aid suicide prevention
work, she said.
As for the new centre, the SOS plans to get funding to provide services for the younger and IT-savvy generation who
are often well-connected on social media.
A large number of its clients who use its E-mail Befriending service are below 30 years old, Ms Wong said, adding
that e-mails can be a useful platform to communicate with the younger group, who are less keen on non-electronic
conversations.
The SOS also runs a 24-hour hotline to help those in crisis, and in 2014, it received 38,978 calls.
The new centre will give the SOS a chance to explore more outreach platforms such as WhatsApp and live cyber
counselling.
Besides that, Ms Wong said the centre will cater to requests from companies to train their employees. Over the
years, employers have gained an increasing awareness of the importance of employees’ mental and emotional
health, she added.
Proper suicide awareness training can help in spotting signs of distress in the workplace and provide employees
with information on where to seek help.
At other times, the SOS can provide support for other employees after a colleague’s suicide.
Photo editor Michael Quek, 51, started developing suicide tendencies after his stroke in 2005, which left him
paralysed on his right side. His wife left him because of his condition.
As a survivor, he hopes the new research could target those who were suddenly diagnosed with a serious medical
condition as an at-risk group.
Many of them think they are now a burden to their families, which could cause them to become suicidal, said Mr
Quek.
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Photo Album of the Installation Dinner on 9 July 2016

The Board meets with President Dr Tony Tan

Toastmasters (from left) PP Chiang Shih Fang, PDG Dr Philbert
Chin, PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas & MC Rtn Andy Mankiewicz

IPP Alan Tan presents Honorary Membership to PP Raymon
Huang, seen here together with Mrs Jessie Huang

Arrival of Guest of Honour, President Dr Tony Tan

President Dr Tony Tan (centre) with DG Michael Yee, Hon Member Mohan
Vaswani, Mrs Jessie Huang, Hon Member PP Raymon Huang, President Garry
& First Lady Grace Taylor (from left to right)

Rotarian of the Year – Uttam Kripalani!
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Photo Album of the Installation Dinner on 9 July 2016

IPDG Philip Chong pins the Arch Klumph Society Recognition
pin on Hon Member Mohan Vaswani, as IPP Alan looks on

IPDG Philip presents to PP Dr Shahul Hameed The Rotary
Foundation Meritorious Award

IPP Alan with Artisan of the Year 2016 Winner – Mr Barry Yeow

The Good Samaritan Mdm Lim Poh Choo with her husband

From right: IPP Alan, Ms Shahrany Hassan & Mr Hamzah Abdul Mutalib (MenYou), Rtns Hassan Moosa, & Andy Mankiewicz
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Photo Album of the Installation Dinner on 9 July 2016

nd

IPP Alan Tan installs the Club’s 82 President Rtn Garry Taylor

IPP Alan receives the Past President’s Jewel
& Leo Cresson trophy

President Dr Tony Tan launches the Club’s Major Project 2016/17 to
benefit the Samaritans of Singapore (SOS)

From right: Sergeants-at-Arms Rtns Jan Rosemeyer, Horst Hagemann, Dir Balasubramanian Venkatesan, Hon Secretary Louis Lim, VP
Dr Hoon Sing Keow, IPP Alan, President Dr Tony Tan, Ms Lim Suu Kuan (Chairman, SOS), President Garry, PE Keith Harrison, VP Jasbir
Koh, Dirs Stacy McCarthy, Mark Wang & Adnan Ansari
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Sister Club Fellowship at The British Club on
8 July 2016

On Friday 8 July, during the Sister Club Signing and Reaffirmation Ceremony, our Sister Club Rotary Club (RC) of
Rizal West re-affirmed our their Club's Honorary Memberships to PP Dr Oliver Hennedige and PP Perlita Tiro. RC
Rizal West further conferred Honorary Membership to PP Dr Shahul Hameed.
Our heartiest congratulations to PP Dr Oliver, Perlita and Dr Shahul!
Also at the Sister Club fellowship, a sum of $960.00 was collected on the sale of 118 copies of Books of Humour.
Thanks to the support of all the members of the Sister Clubs present at the event. Thanks also to the wonderful
efforts of BOH Chairperson Rtn See Mee Lee and her committee members Rtns James Lee, Caroline Doyen-Tiger
and others, not forgetting Rtn Rewa Mirpuri.
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Last Week
Last Week – Report on the Wednesday Meeting – 13 July 2016 (1st Club Assembly)
OPENING REMARKS
The Meeting was opened by PP Dr Shahul Hameed, who invited President Garry
Taylor to take the Chair. President Garry was warmly received with a standing
ovation. As is the tradition of the Club, the meeting is also the first Club
Assembly, when Board Members would outline their plans for the Rotary year.
President Garry thanked members for their support of the Installation Dinner
held on Saturday, 9 July at the Shangri-La Hotel. He further thanked the
Installation Dinner Organising Committee for their wonderful efforts in making
the Installation Dinner such a success, noting the amazing amount of work done
for this event.
WELCOME OF GUESTS AND VISITING ROTARIANS
To welcome Guests of members and visiting Rotarians, President Alan called
upon Rtn Vicki Chan:
Guests:
Ms Astha Aggarwal
Ms Sabrina Angela Meier
Mr Freddy Mercado

Visiting Rotarians:
PP Alex Schonengerger – Bern-Muri
VP Jennifer Owen – Jordans & District
ISC Director Joy Regner – Cebu Fuente
Adrian T King – Rotary eClub of Bali
Rolf Kummer – Heilbronn
Andrea Capodalirio – Pavia Minerva
Gunnar Graefe – Tegernsec
Theresa Victorio – Gambir Jakarta

TOAST & EXCHANGE OF BANNERS
Toastmaster, VP Dr Hoon Sing Keow called on members to join her in raising
a toast to Rotary Club of Bern-Muri coupled witht the toast to Rotary
Internation. She also invited PP Alex Schonengerger to say a few words
about his club. Following this, President Garry called on visiting Rotarians to
exchange club banners:

President Garry chairing the 1
Meeting and Club Assembly

Rtn Caroline

From right: VP Sing Keow, Pres Garry
& PP Alex
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Last Week
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER
President Garry Taylor had the pleasant task of inducting a new
member, Rtn Anant Jain, who was introduced to the Club by Rtn
Brigitte Holtschneider. Rtn Anant is very familiar with Rotary, as his
father is a Rotarian of many years and was looking forward to
carrying on with this legacy. Rtn Anant’s classification is “Banking”
Private Banking” and he was recommended by President Garry to join
the International Service Committee.
From right: Pres Garry, Rtns Anant & Brigitte

COMMUNITY VISIT TO MALANG AND BATU, EAST JAVA, INDONESIA
President Garry informed members of the Club’s community visit to Malang and Batu in East Java, Indonesia from
2 - 4 September 2016. He added that together with Partner Clubs, RC Malang Central and RC Kuching Central, the
Club would be launching “Help the Children 2016” project. This project will provide necessary school-going needs
for 620 underprivileged Children in the area. This includes stationery, text books, shoes, uniforms and schools fees
for the estimated cost of USD$105.00 per child. The trip would include visits to the Children’s schools, homes as
well as fellowship with our Partner Clubs. Honorary member Mohan Vaswani and spouse Kawita would also be
hosting the group for a fellowship Dinner in their lovely home in Selecta in Batu, Indonesia.
Members are requested to make their own travel bookings, however hotel, food and transport would be arranged.
Please advise the Secretariat of your intended participation by 4 August 2016.

INVITATIONS FROM SISTER CLUBS
President Garry informed members of the invitations received from sister clubs as follows:
1) RC of Chinatown Manila Installation on 21 July at Century Park Hotel, Vito Cruz, Manila, Philippines
2) RC of Cauayan Installation on 6 August at 6.00pm, Hotel Andrea, Cauayan City, Philippines
3) RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja’s Installation on Saturday, 10 September at the Shangri-la Hotel, Kuala Lumpur
Please let the Secretariat know if you are able to attend any of these installations.

DEEPEST CONDOLENCES
President Garry informed members of the passing away of Rtn Suresh Keerthi’s mother in India on 8 July 2016. He
added his deepest condolences to Rtn Suresh and his family.

VIDEO FROM SOLEMEN INDONESIA
Visiting Rotarian Adrian King from Rotary eClub of Bali was invited by President Garry to make a short presentation.
Rtn Adrian advised that he was making this presentation on behalf of Rtn Robert Epston, the Founder of Yayasan
Solemen Indonesia to bring awareness of the project to help the disadvantaged in Bali.
For further information on the Solemen project, contact the Secretariat.
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Last Week
CLUB ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
President Garry called on his Board Members
present to come forward to be recognised.
President Garry summarised his perspectives for the
Rotary year, starting with:
 Major Project in support of the Samaritans
of Singapore (SOS). He noted the launch of
From left: Pres Garry, Rtn Bala Venkatesan, Hon Secretary Louis Lim, CSC Dir Stacy
the project at the Installation Dinner was a
McCarthy, VP Sing Keow, ISC Dir Mark Wang, PE/Hon Treasurer Keith Harrison
good platform to Rotarians and Singapore
generally.
 Nominating Committee – nominations for this Committee would close on 14 July. President Garry advised
that the committee would be convened in two weeks to seek candidates for Club President for 2018-19
(President Nominee) and to nominate a candidate for Club President for 2019-20 (President Nominee
Designate).
 Committee for CLP – To form this committee for Club Leadership Plan in line with the recent changes from
the Council of Legislation and to review the Club’s By-Laws and SOPs which would be put to the Board and
subsequently to members.
 Club Administration – To streamline Club Administration with technology in due course.
President Garry called upon Community Service Committee (CSC) Director Rtn Stacy McCarthy to present her plans
for the Committee. Rtn Stacy reported as follows:
 Introduced the CSC members and called for more Singaporeans to join the Committee.
 Highlighted some of the events adopted by the Committee for the past two years. The Committee would
continue with the Moti Melwani and the Good Samaritan Awards.
 A survey was conducted to check on what members would want to work on and the results were presented.
 Plans for the year was presented, particularly to engage more members, conduct quarterly events and to
work with other committees on synergistic opportunities. To apply for Global Grant for President’s
initiative and to find other ways to support this initiative.
 Call for members to submit any ideas and to develop the plan further for the year.
Next, President Garry called Rtn Bala Venkatesan, Vocational Service Committee (VSC) Director to present the
Committee’s plans:
 Introduction of the VSC team and advised the Committee membership stood at 42.
 Advised that the theme of the Committee was “Continuity and Collaboration”.
 Vocational Visits planned – 1st to Building & Construction Authority (BCA) on 16 August 2016, with the next
visit proposed to Semakau Landfill for September. More visits to favourites like Selangor Pewter and
Singapore Maritime would be planned. Rtn Bala called for further suggestions for such visits.
 Four-Way Test Debate would be planned to be chaired by Hon Member PP Raymon Huang.
 The Four-Way Test song – there was a request from sister club, Taipei to reproduce the song for their club.
 Vocational Month in January 2016 – the theme would be “Technology and the changing face of financial
services”.
 The Artisan of the Year which was into its fourth year would be chaired by Rtn Renate Noessler.
 The Entrepreneur of the Year (EYA) is co-chaired by IPP Alan Tan. The presentation ceremony would be held
on 25 November 2016.
 The successful Club Networking Event and Swimarathon would be continued.
 Collaboration with Engineers Without Borders.
 Collaboration with other Service Committees to meet the needs of the Community, such as Student
Vocational Talk for Interactors; Nurture @Sin Min Ai Tong for young children and Project Better Vision for
All for foreign workers and low-income groups.
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Mark Your Diary
Birthday Celebrants
RC sends Birthday greetings to
celebrants this week:
20 July – PE Keith Harrison
24 July – Dr Alex Ressos

This Meeting

Next Meeting
27 July 2016

20 July 2016
Reception Desk duty: Rtn Dr
Rupesh Agrawal, Joseph Chia

Reception Desk duty: PP Chiang
Shih Fang, Robert Craiu

Sunshine Box duty: Rtns Amit
Chatterjee, Dr Hoh Sek Tien

Sunshine Box duty: Rtns Caroline
Doyen-Tiger, Horst Hagemann
Speaker: Mr Lim Chew Hwee, Head
of Asian Equity Strategy for ABN
AMRO
Topic: To be advised

25 July - Andreas Duerst

Anniversary Celebrants
Youth Service Meeting

Coming Rotary Events

RC sends best wishes to Wedding
Anniversary celebrants this week:

July

20 July – Jan & Miharu Rosemeyer
24 July – Hon Member PP Raymon &
Jessie Huang

International Service
Meeting

Youth Service Committee
Meeting will be held as follows:
Date: Thursday, 27 July
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: KINS Restaurant, 2 Jalan
Klapa, S199314 (which is just off
Jalan Sultan)
Hosts: Rtn Dr Hoh Sek Tien

Co-Hosts: Director Mark Wang,
Rtns Dr Rudi Ackermann, Rasik
Singh Ahuja & Mamta Shahani

Membership and Extension Month
16 August – Vocational Visit to Building &
Consturction Authority (BCA)

September
Basic Education and Literacy
Month

October
Economic and Community
Development Month

November

International Service Committee
Meeting will be held as follows:
Date: Thursday, 21 July
Time: 7.15pm
Venue: Ruby Room, Level 3,
Singapore Island Country Club
(Thomson Location)

August

Rotary Foundation Month
25 November – The Entrepreneur of the
Year Award Presentation Ceremony

Queries, comments and
articles request can be sent
to rtyinfo@rotary.org.sg
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:





Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendship?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

The Guide to Daily Living
Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the
Precepts of the guide. Ask ourselves these 4 questions and
act upon them:
First: Have I spent some time in self-examination?
Second: Have I spent quality time with my family?
Third: Have I given my best to my work?
Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016/2017
President
Immediate Past President
President Elect
Vice President

Garry Taylor
Alan Tan Gim Guan
Keith Harrison
Dr Hoon Sing Keow

Vice President
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer

Jasbir Koh
Louis Lim Hee Thuang
PE Keith Harrison

Directors
Chair, Community Service
Chair, Vocational Service
Chair, International Service
Chair, New Generations Service

Stacy McCarthy
Balasubramanian Venkatesan
Mark Wang Yat-Yee
Adnan Ansari

Director without portfolio

Dr Ruediger Ackermann
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